Sos Ang 


$2.75 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER © 2017 WSCE 


GRAMMY NOMINATIONS 


Amy HARRIS Invision/AP 
RAPPER Kendrick Lamar gets 
seven nods for his album “Damn.” 


BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 
LORDE is the only woman up for 
album of the year (“Melodrama”). 


MATT SAYLES Invision/AP 
SZA receives five Grammy nomi- 
nations, including for new artist. 


FLORENT DECHARD CBS 


BRUNO MARS’ six nods for “24K 
Magic” include album of the year. 
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ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times 


JAY-Z is the top Grammys contender, with eight nominations for his 
album “4:44,” including song of the year and album of the year. 


It’s hip-hop’s time to 
shine in the spotlight 


Academy’s moves to stay relevant spark changes 


By RANDY LEWIS 


What a difference a decade makes. 

Ten years ago, at the 50th Grammy 
Awards, Kanye West was the only hip-hop 
artist in the race for album of the year, pitted 
against English indie-rock chanteuse Amy 
Winehouse, perennially nominated rock 
band the Foo Fighters, country singer-song- 
writer Vince Gill and jazz veteran Herbie 
Hancock; Hancock won. 

The 60th Grammy Awards will be a very 
different scene. 

On Tuesday, the Recording Academy re- 
vealed nominations heavily skewed to rap, 
hip-hop and R&B; top categories were filled 
by Jay-Z, Kendrick Lamar, Childish Gam- 
bino, Luis Fonsi & Daddy Yankee and Bruno 
Mars. 

After treading cautiously through the 
realm ofhip-hop urban music for nearly four 
decades, the academy has embraced the 


Album of the year 
nominees 


“Awaken, My Love!” 
Childish Gambino 


“4:44” Jay-Z 


“Damn” 
Kendrick Lamar 


“Melodrama” Lorde 


“24K Magic” 
Bruno Mars 


More coverage 


Go online for a full 
roundup of stories, pho- 
tos and more, plus a com- 
plete list of nominees. 


tory, there was not a white male among the 
album-of-the-year nominees (Lorde is the 
sole female), while the record and song-of- 
the-year nominations included the first 
Spanish-language song — “Despacito” by 
Puerto Rican musicians Fonsi and Daddy 
Yankee — to be recognized in four marquee 
categories. 

Jay-Z led this year’s nomination slate 
with eight for his “4:44” album, followed by 
Compton’s Lamar with seven and Mars with 
six. Gambino, the musical alter ego of actor 
Donald Glover (“Atlanta,” “Solo: A Star 
Wars Story”), R&B/pop singer-songwriter 
Khalid, Chicago producer-songwriter No 
I.D. and R&B artist SZA tied with five 
apiece. 

There are no white men among the best 
new artist nominees either, where the wom- 
en (Alessia Cara, SZA and Julia Michaels) 
outnumber the men (Khalid and Lil Uzi 
Vert). 


genre wholeheartedly. 


For the first time in that six-decade his- 
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This year’s increased number of artists of 


With rising ambition, a 
dark past comes to light 


New name. New city. 
But for a man pushing 
into politics, the story 
of his brutal assault of 
a teen peer surfaces. 


By ALENE TCHEKMEDYIAN 


The Republicans of 
Broward County, Fla., knew 
little about Rupert Tarsey 
when he ran for an open slot 
on the local party’s executive 
committee. But the young 
man had some decent politi- 
calcred. 

Before the 2016 presi- 
dential election, he told 
them, he knocked on thou- 
sands ofdoors and got 50 Re- 
publicans in the liberal en- 


clave to register to vote to 
support Donald Trump’s 
presidential campaign. He 
worshiped at the same 
church as the committee’s 
vice chair and headed a local 
chapter of the Catholic fra- 
ternal group Knights of Co- 
lumbus. He came from a 
wealthy California family 
and followed four genera- 
tions into a real estate ca- 
reer. 

Within months of joining 
the local party, the 28-year- 
old was elected secretary in 
May, defeating two challeng- 
ers who'd been around long- 
er. 

But something felt off 
about Tarsey for Bob Sut- 
ton, chairman of the com- 
mittee. After a few months, 
Tarsey went after Sutton’s 
position, members said, by 


working to persuade the 
committee to unseat him. 
That’s when Sutton started 
getting phone calls warning 
him that Tarsey was not 
quite who he seemed. 

“Houston, we’ve got a 
problem,” he said one caller 
told him. 

It wasn’t long before the 
story of Tarsey’s past un- 
folded. 


It began a decade ago, 
some 2,700 miles away at the 
exclusive Harvard-Westlake 
High School, a private col- 
lege preparatory academy 
where tuition this year is 
$37,100 and which is a mag- 
net for the children of Los 
Angeles’ elite. 

[See Past, A12] 


color and women 


[See Nominations, A8] 


Gary CORONADO L.A. Times 


BLAKE GRIFFIN 
will miss two months. 


Where do they 
go from here? 
After Blake Griffin’s 
knee injury, writes Bill 
Plaschke, it’s time for 
the Clippers to begin 
the painful process of 
rebuilding. SPORTS, D1 


Weather: Mild days 
and cool nights. 
L.A. Basin: 75/54. B6 
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President’s 
erratic style 
threatens his 
deal-making 


His attack on Pelosi 
and Schumer derails a 
bipartisan meeting just 
when he may need 
Democratic help. 


By BRIAN BENNETT 
AND NOAH BIERMAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump, the self-pro- 
fessed deal-maker, once 
again has dealt a setback to 
a bipartisan legislative deal 
— this time with potentially 
significant consequences: 
the threat of a government 
shutdown. 

Hours before a scheduled 
Oval Office meeting with 
congressional leaders to dis- 
cuss a packed year-end 
agenda of must-pass mea- 
sures, Trump on Twitter ex- 
coriated Democrats “Chuck 
and Nancy” — Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Charles E. 
Schumer and House Minor- 
ity Leader Nancy Pelosi — 
and falsely claimed that 
their demands included 
higher taxes and 
“unchecked” immigration. 
“I don’t see a deal!” he add- 
ed. 

Schumer, of New York, 
and Pelosi, from San Fran- 
cisco, quickly responded by 
pulling out ofthe meeting. In 
ajoint statement, they said, 
“We don’t have any time to 
waste” on an apparently 
pointless “show meeting” 


with Trump and will contin- 
ue to negotiate with Repub- 
lican leaders instead. 

Schumer later said he 
would return to the table 
with Trump only ifthe presi- 
dent stopped being a “de- 
structive force.” 

While Democrats were 
Trump’s targets on Tues- 
day, congressional Republi- 
cans also have felt the sting 
ofthe president’s sometimes 
capricious style and tweets. 
The result is that, over 
Trump’s first year, many 
lawmakers in both parties 
are left distrustful ofhimasa 
negotiating partner. 

Trump did seem to help 
make a tentative deal with 
fellow Republicans on Tues- 
day, agreeing to demands 
that allowed Senate Repub- 
licans to pass their package 
of tax cuts in the Senate 
Budget Committee. 

Yet even that progress, 
which did not ensure victory 
in the full Senate, under- 
scored the limits of Trump’s 
deal-making. For months he 
had promised to persuade 
some Democrats to work 
with him on the tax bill, but 
he has not, giving Republi- 
cans little margin for error. 

Republicans well remem- 

[See Trump, A7] 


Senate tax plan 


Republicans try adjust- 
ing their overhaul to 
sway skeptics in time to 
vote this week. NATION, A5 


JOSH EDELSON AFP/Getty Images 


AUTOMAKERS haven't been able to provide the 
technology customers want. Above, Craig Federighi, 
an Apple executive, talks about CarPlay in June. 


Carmakers’ next 
big challenge: 
voice commands 


Google, other tech 
firms aim to dominate 
the in-car experience. 


By Russ MITCHELL 


SAN FRANCISCO — If 
you buy a new Nissan, you 
can tell Amazon’s Alexa to 
unlock the car before you 
leave the house. 

That’s nice. 

Ifyou buy anew Ford, you 
sit behind the wheel and tell 
Alexa to order diapers or ask 
about the weather. 

That’s nice, too. 

But those capabilities are 
trivial compared with the 
kind of power that a true vir- 
tual personal assistant 
would need to understand 
your commands and im- 
prove the driving experi- 
ence. 

Wouldn't it be great to get 
into the car and just tell it 
what you want, without wor- 
rying about apps and devic- 
es and what’s incompatible 
with what? To just say: 

Turn on the car. 

Slow down the wipers. 


What’s the cross street 
for that Midas place on Se- 
pulveda? 

How much washer fluid 
do I have left? 

Play me the Jeff Parker 
station on Pandora. 

Are the streets going to 
freeze? 

Yeah, that would be 
great. “And it’s coming,” said 
Evangelos Simoudis, ven- 
ture capitalist and manag- 
ing director at Synapse 
Partners. 

But not yet, and not at 
the 2017 Los Angeles Auto 
Show, which opens for the 
general public on Friday. At- 
tendees will be greeted by 
overwhelming displays of 
the latest in awesome in-car 
technology this year, but the 
words “seamless operation” 
don’t describe any of the sys- 

[See Commands, A8] 


Driving into 
the future 


Get a look at 2019 models 
in advance of Friday’s 
opening of the 2017 Los 
Angeles Auto Show. 
BUSINESS, C5 


